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Yumiko Chiba Associates is excited to present an exhibition exploring the relationship between letters, words and white space, 
primarily through the works of designer Issay Kitagawa, and avant-garde calligraphers Hisashi Yamamoto, and Kimihiko Hino.  
 
Graphic designer and art director Issay Kitagawa is best known for his numerous corporate logo commissions. This exhibition 
showcases graphics-based works by Kitagawa that pursue the possibilities of print. Also featured are works by Yamamoto and 
Hino, who have carved out cutting-edge calligraphic practices by creating arrangements not only of characters but also 
associated symbols, illustrations, and pictures formed from letters, and referencing the state of written text in today’s world. 
Based on an understanding that calligraphy is none other than “language art,” the works of Yamamoto and Hino explore new 
possibilities for joining calligraphy and art, through full-body acts of writing. 
 
Script and art grew extraordinarily close in the context of the conceptual art of the 1960s and ’70s, as evident too in the works 
Japanese Letters and English Words by Jiro Takamatsu, who from the late ’60s through the first half of the ’70s introduced the 
conceptual quality and graphic elements of written characters into fine art. 
 
 

*See Hisashi Yamamoto on the “New Friends” exhibition 
https://hiroshima-artscene.com/exhibitions/hino_yamamoto/ 

 
 
 
“Letterforms and White Space̶a working title” 
 
Letters/characters lend feeling to the meaning of words, which is conveyed to the viewer. Characters are pictures. The life 
experiences of writer and reader achieve an emotional resonance, entwined with vision, sound and meaning. Characters are 
pictures. In them resides something not to be forgotten: white space. 
White space is transparent, so there are those who cannot see it. It may not be visible, yet it certainly makes itself felt by the 
viewer. 

Kitagawa Issay 
 
 

Issay Kitagawa, Hisashi Yamamoto, Kimihiko Hino: 
Letterform and White Space̶a working title 

 



 
Issay Kitagawa 
President of GRAPH / art director / artist 
Born 1965 in Hyogo Prefecture. 
 
 
 
 
 

Graduated 1987 from the University of Tsukuba. In 2024, Kitagawa won the 26th Yusaku Kamekura Design Award for his art project “KAMIZU.” In 2004, a 
number of his works were added to the permanent collection of the National Library of France as recent books featuring outstanding printing and design. In 
2008 he exhibited as a graphic artist at the Frieze Art Fair; in 2009, staged a solo exhibition at Ginza Graphic Gallery (ggg); in 2011, was selected one of 15 
artists for the contemporary Japanese graphic design exhibition held at the Centre Pompidou in Paris; and in 2018, exhibited as part of the unit 
GRAPH+kousou Inc at the Echigo-Tsumari Art Triennale. 
He is a member of AGI (Alliance Graphique Internationale), and has won numerous awards including the ADC, TDC, and JAGDA Newcomer Awards; has 
served as a juror for international awards including the NY ADC and D&AD Awards; and has appeared on television programs such as NHK’s New Business 
Legends: Luzon no Tsubo and TV Tokyo’s Cambria Palace. 
 
 

Hisashi Yamamoto 
Artist 
Born 1969 in Hiroshima. 
 
 
 

In 1988, shortly after entering the calligraphy department at Tokyo Gakugei University, Yamamoto encountered the work of Yuichi Inoue, and deciding to 
create his own style of calligraphy, at age 20 declared himself a calligrapher, thereby launching his artistic practice. After working on the Yuichi Inoue 
catalogue raisonné at UNAC Tokyo, he decided to move on from Inoue’s influence, but in 2004, at the invitation of art critic Masaomi Unagami, established 
the “Tensakukai” group exhibition in honor of Yuichi Inoue, where he first showed work as an artist at age 34. After 12 years participating in the “Tensakukai” 
he held his first solo exhibition, “Machine,” at UNAC Salon in 2015. The exhibition garnered significant attention, leading to the publication of his art book 
Fune (YKG Publishing) the following year. In 2016, Yamamoto staged a solo exhibition, “flying saucer,” at Yumiko Chiba Associates, and in 2018, served as the 
curator of the world’s first calligraphy-focused art fair, ART SHODO TOKYO. He has since held numerous solo exhibitions, including “ENTRANCE⇔EXIT⇔LID⇔
BOTTOM” (2019) and “Naming The World” (2024) at Yumiko Chiba Associates, where he also participated in “The World of Contemporary Calligraphic Art 2: 
Symbols and the Times” in 2020. In 2023, he participated in the Hengshan Calligraphy Biennial “Era of Principle and No Principle Interwoven̶Calligraphy as 
a Visual Form” at the Hengshan Calligraphy Art Center in Taiwan. 
 
 

Kimihiko Hino 
Artist 
Born 1975 in Hokkaido. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A graduate of the Department of Japanese Literature at Nishogakusha University, Hino had envisioned himself involved in creative work since childhood, 
inspired by his uncle’s invention of the Epoch Company’s Pokapon Game. Intending to pursue linguistics, he enrolled in the Department of Japanese 
Literature in 1994, however, after casually entering the calligraphy club and encountering Inoue Yuichi’s conté-drawn calligraphic work Konte mo o wari, the 
raw power of the words simply written on paper leaving a lasting impression, shifted his focus to calligraphy. Hino spent a year at UNAC Tokyo, working on 
Yuichi Inoue’s catalogue raisonné, where he deepened his understanding of the artist’s practice. His own artistic approach is rooted in the belief that writing 
is a response to something, and that calligraphy exists only in relation to its specific context. 
Hino held his first solo show, “memo,” in 1996, and among his many thereafter are “Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand” and “Feel It (Don’t Fight It)” at Mitaka 
City Arts Center in 2017 and 2018, respectively. Group exhibitions include the two-person show “New Friends” with Hisashi Yamamoto at Gallery G in 2019, 
and “The World of Contemporary Calligraphy 2: Symbols and the Present” at Yumiko Chiba Associates in 2020. 
 
 
 
 
■For further information or images, please contact Yumiko Chiba Associates. 
E-mail: info@ycassociates.co.jp Tel. +81-3-6276-6731 http//www.ycassociates.co.jp 
Office: ROPPONGI HILLS Hollywood Beauty Plaza 3rd Floor,6-4-1 Roppongi, Minato-ku, Tokyo 106-0032, Japan  
Gallery Hours: 12:00 - 19:00 (Closed on Sundays, Mondays and national holidays) 

ⒸGRAPH 2024, ⒸHisashi Yamamoto, Kimihiko Hino / Courtesy of Yumiko Chiba Associates. 

 


